Exciting things to come...

e 7/10 Breakfast in Bed

e 7/10 Chess Tourney

e 7/12 Hoe Down

7/13 -14-15 SSR & USR To
Montreal, Canada

7/13 -14-15 LSR White Water
Rafting

7/16Blue & White Day

e 7/20 Variety Show

e 7/21 Black & White Dinner
and D) Social
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Birchmont is celebrating its 60™
Summer and we're off to a superb
start!

Laura and | both feel excited and
privileged to be at the helm as
Birchmont enters its sixth decade
of providing the very best in sum-
mer fun and excitement for our
campers!

Historically 1952 was a great year!
The Academy Awards, the Today
Show and the Honeymooners all
debuted! The New York Yankees
defeated the Brooklyn Dodgers in
the World Series. Ernest Hem-
mingway’s Old Man in the Sea was
published, unemployment was
3.3% and the cost of a first class
stamp was 3 cents! But in this au-
thor’s opinion, the best thing that
happened in 1952 was opening day
at Camp Birchmont!

In the fall of 1951, after thirty-three
years in the day camp business; the
Pierce Family purchased the beau-
tiful three hundred plus acres atop
Mount Delight on the shores of
Lake Wentworth. Back then
Birchmont was just a small farm
where families could rent cabins,
hike, swim, horseback ride and opt
to join in the meal plan. But by the
summer of 1952 Birchmont was
transformed into a private resident

camp and the new “home away
from home” for a hundred and
twenty campers and a couple of
dozen staff. Infact you don't have
to look too far to see a few of
those original staff members from
1952. Visiting alumni are always
thrilled to see the familiar faces of
Ginny P. and Jim & Virginia S. to re
-cant a few stories from the early
days of camp!

So many things have changed
since that first day sixty years ago
but thankfully the core experience
of fun, friendship and personal
growth remain clearly in focus.
Each and every day | see great
things all around camp. They can
be small, such as a gesture of
friendship shared between two
campers, a group of kids excitedly
reliving the latest inter-camp com-
petition or the excitement that
can be generated from a simple
old fashioned game of tug of war
on the 4™ of July! Camp is so very
different from the busy day to day
lives we all live the rest of the year.
It's great to see the kids slow it
down, and relax into the long
camp day; after all, camp is the
real meaning of 24/7!

We truly have had a great start.
So many of our key staff from our
area directors and group leaders
right through to our kitchen and
maintenance staff have returned
and it seems that we've picked
right up where we left off! Lots of
happy campers and the least
amount of camper (and parent)
homesickness we can ever re-
member...

We've enjoyed our first DJ Social
at the Lodge, celebrated the 4™ of
July and started our renowned trip
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program! We've gotten our kids
out to enjoy some kayaking on the
Pemigewasset River, into the
White Mountains to play at the
new Mt. Cranmore Adventure
Park, cruised across Lake Win-
nipesaukee on the Mount Wash-
ington, enjoyed a day of fun at
Canobie Lake Park and for some of
our younger campers we've slept
out under the stars at our new
campsite overlooking Lake Wen-
tworth.

Inter-camp competitions have
started out in earnest and we're
once again on a winning streak!
Our 12 and under boys baseball
team advanced in the Lakes Re-
gion Athletic Associations Base-
ball Tournament, our 11 and under
boys took a 1** place in the LRAA
Softball Tournament. Both our 13
& 15 and under boys took 1% places
in the LRAA’s biggest tennis tour-
nament, The Birchmont Invita-
tional! Our 13 and under girls tied
for 1* Place in a LRAA Softball
Tournament and at the writing of
this article our 12 and under girls
Soccer Team is competing against
Forest Acres. We're always very
proud of our kids as they compete
and give their personal best on the
fields and courts and representing
Birchmont throughout the Lakes
Region!

Well that's it for now! Be sure to
keep your eyes peeled for more
camp news from Birchmont,
where for the past 60 years, fun
has been on the run...

All the best,

fwg & Lawra



fj%’?y: Allison G., Sydnie S.-S. an% »

As in past years at Birchmont, the Fourth of July was a huge hit. From the cook out to ice cream sundaes the

campers celebrated our Nation’s Independence in high spirits. While upper camp enjoyed Wolfeboro's fire-

works, lower camp sprinted their way to the finish line after standing at attention to Jordan Sparks (American

Idol Winner) rendition of the Star Spangled Banner. The races included sprints, piggy back, three-legged and

the crab walk. The weather was perfect for the days activities.

Congratulations to all of the winners...

i SPRINT

i Pioneer Boy:

i Matt C.

{ Pioneer Girl:

i RyanD.

i Intermediate Boy:
i Ethan C. & Stevie N.
Intermediate Girl:

{ Sara W. & Giulia G.

THREE LEGGED RACE
i Pioneer Boy:

i Aydin W. & Koray W.

i Pioneer Girl:

i Kasey K. & Maddie G.
Intermediate Boy:

! George K. & Luke D.

i Sawyer M. & Alex W.

! Intermediate Girl:

i Seanna N. & Jacqueline L.
i Ashley L. & Morgan C.

{ PIGGY BACK RACE

i Pioneer Boy:

{ SamB. &RyanF.

i Pioneer Girl:

i Riki C. & Rebecca N.

Intermediate Boy:
David L. & Adam L.

Ethan C. & Dylan N.
Intermediate Girl:

ParkerS. -S. & Kelsey S.
Sarah R. & Lauren P.

CRAB WALK RACE
Pioneer Boy:

George S. & Deen A.
Pioneer Girl:

Jessica T.

Intermediate Boy:

Grant K. & Alex W.
Intermediate Girl:

Sarah R. & Samantha G.

TUG OF WAR

Pioneer Boys vs Girls:
Boys Won

Lower Inters Boys vs Girls:
Girls Won

Upper Inters Boys vs Girls:
Boys Won
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ned the New Checker King at Casp

Ploneer Boy Ls Crow

é

Birchmont

by LauraP.

™ The 60" annual checker tournament at Pierce early matches playing INTG Rachel S. in the quar-
Camp Birchmont was held in spite of a rainy Sun-  ter finals, and then met INTG Raquel G. in the
day afternoon . Traditionally, the tourneyis held semi-final round. Good sportsmanship was dis-

n n _h | | I | | | | I | |
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T
" under the pines on the picnic tables, but seemed  played throughout the tournament, and canteen a
downright cozy this year as checker boards filled  candy was shared and consumed with fellowship m
a the tables in front of the fireplace in the boys Din- and fun. Thanks to all the participants who made . Z
ing Room where 32 campers gathered to match ~ this summers tournament a successful afternoon =
@ their wits. The matches were played with the of play. U
touch/move rule.m single elimination matches INTB Adam A. PIOB Deen A. m
3 where only the victors advanced to the next PIOB Sam B. INTGMorgan C. .
round. PIOG Riki C. PIOB Johnny C. g
¥ INTB Luke D. PIOB Luke E.
d r INTG Julia F. INTG Raquel G. }
PIOBEIi G. INTG Lily G. "
INTG Grace J. PIOB Ethan K. "l
\ PIOG Kasey K. INTB George K. I =
INTG Ashley L. INTG Melanie N. 4
INTB Liam O'H. INTB Casey S. . m
- 4 INTG Andi S. INTG Parker S.-S.
? INTG Rachel S. George S. I _I
Joseph T. INTG Emily W.
Some of the more notable matches actually oc- O
= curred in the early rounds as good gamesman-

* ship and tremendous focus were evident by
a campers trying to stay alive after losing kings,

4

and succumbing to double jump strategies. PIOB
Sam B. was an early stand-out player, winning
games against PIOB Luke E. , PIOB Johnny C.
and INTB Luke D. before ultimately losing to last
summer’s runner up, PIOB Deen A.. Deen’s final
* battle was against INTG Emily W., who kept her
* cool throughout a difficult match, but Deen’s
powers of concentration proved too much for
Emily in the end. Emily also had some great

1.3




IThe pottery wheels have been spinning away up in notches. The campers have been throwing (the I
- term for making pots on a pottery wheel) little bowls, vases and plates each with their own unique
I style. | have to say I'm impressed with everything my campers remember from last year! A few
- campers took pottery over the winter and are working on throwing the biggest vases they
can! We also started designing t-shirts for our silk screening. The upper senior girls had a
- heated discussion over their design but look for their groups new t-shirt in the coming
weeks. We took our first finished projects out of the kiln the other day and they are so beautiful!

z Stop by and check them out if you get a chance. Wet clay for session 1 will finish soon so come on up
Iand make something! I
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I’'m USRB William T.; the designated camper Arts & Crafts assistant. Helping out at Arts & Crafts is so
much fun, but it's also hard work. The fun part is helping Lu with project ideas or the Chihuly Sculpture
we are all creating. The hard work part is organizing paints by color, sweeping, helping with big
groups, and cleaning up glitter. Making and helping Lu with the Chihuly Sculpture is a lot of fun. Have
you ever seen a Chihuly glasswork? We use plastic water bottles and carefully melt them with heat
guns, paint them and glue them on to a lantern so the colors glow like jewels. My experiences at Arts

and Crafts are the best part of my day. | hope to continue them when | return as a J.C.

!Arts and Crafts By: Emily O'H.

| : : , . .
. In this summer 2011, the Arts & Crafts area is making a variety of projects. The popular duct tape

!wallets have been created thus far but have branched off into sunglasses and bracelets. Another
I medium has been with water colors paints in various paintings by campers. The notches staff with I

i help from other kids have been working on the outside bulletin board following the “We Give A |

ST RANG

i Hoot” theme. The arts and crafts club will dive into a new project that is still under wraps. Yet |

- campers will be in for a great surprise. Future projects will involve sewing, pillow making, paper lan-

O

Z . terns, and other exciting mediums.

Did you see what we saw? ~ INT B Matthew A.

We have many wonderful things happening at nature this summer. We have Bob White Quail get-
ting ready to hatch, there is talk of composting and butterflies. But sometimes we forget that you
don’t have to go to Notches to enjoy nature. Just step out of your cabin door and look around. Enjoy
the sights and sounds of the beautiful New Hampshire white mountains. We have seen chipmunks
and eagles. There are so many different kinds of birds that come in so many different colors. Have
you ever seen a hummingbird? Look closely by the directors cottage patio, usually around evening

4 activity, you can usually catch a glimpse of one at
the hummingbird feeder. Occasionally a moose or
3 wild turkey have been spotted around the camp
when the campers aren’t around making all that
¥% noise. This year myself and some of the interme-
& diate boys had a close encounter with a baby deer
i% while walking to dinner.

13N 349 O_L
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So stop, look and listen you just never know!
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The boys Birchmont Invitational fell on a hot sunny
day. The heat was intense and so was the competition.
Birchmont hosted camps Winnaukee, Pemigewasset and Te-
cumseh for a full day tournament. Birchmonts victory was all
the more sweeter against 2 all boys camps and one tennis
camp in our region. Birchmont put out two teams in both
the 15 and I3 divisions as did Winnaukee. Pemigewasset and
Tecumseh both brought one team per division.

The 13’s “A” team swept their division, with USRB
lan F. at first singles, LSRB Jack B. at second singles and
LSRB Eric R. at third. All of our singles players won their
matches easily having a bit more competition in their final
rounds. LSRB’s Miguel G. and Arsene B. triumphed as
the first doubles team and LSRB’s Jack K. and Elliot P.
won at second. The “A” team came in first in the 13’s!

PR

Facing a little bit of difficulty the 13’s “B” team
worked hard to win points for Birchmont. First singles
LSRB Will B. lost his first round match only to be ex-
tremely successful in the consolation round. Second singles
player LSRB Michael B. also won his consolation bracket,
as did the first doubles team of LSRB’s Zach S. and Justin
L.. Third singles, LSRB Andrew T. and second doubles
LSRB’s Grant P. and Colin M. played their hardest, but
just couldn’t pull it out.

The 15’s “A” team was also incredibly successful
winning their division, led by first singles SSRB Matt R.,
Second singles SSRB Sam F. and third singles
SSRB Ramon P.; all of which won gold for
their divisions. First doubles team SSRB Jack-
son T. and USRB Jake G. played their matches
and came out on top after losing their first. Sec-
ond Doubles team SSRB’s Hadrien C.-C. and

m oEl'TCEPnO.'nt g‘ nw'tatz'onaf By: Elizabeth K.

Birchmont 13U & 15U Boys take 1st place in Tennis Invitational

Theo A. won their first round match but then lost in the
finals of their bracket.

The 15’s “B” team had a tough time in the first
round of all of their brackets. First singles SSRB Grant N.
lost in the first round, and then, through an interesting turn
of events, won the consolation round without ever having to
play another match. Second singles SSRB Max L. lost a
tough match in a tie breaker in the first round, only to win
his consolation bracket. Third singles SSRB Jamie G.
played two tough matches but came out without a medal,
unfortunately. First doubles team of USRB’s Adam G. and
Jeremy K. lost their first round match in a tie breaker and
then played an extremely close match against 15’s “A” team
of Jackson and Jake, also in a tiebreaker. Second doubles
team USRB’s Mikey W. and Daniel C. won their first
round but then they lost a close match against the 15’s “A”

team of Hadrien and Theo.

Nothing beats talented players and good coaching,
overall it was a great day for everybody and Birchmont came

out on top! Congratulations to ALL!
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12U Inter Boys Tennis ICC By: Danny L.

Birchmont did a great job in Winaukee’s 12 and under tennis ICC, finishing second place over 5 other
camps. In singles, after 2 great wins over Tuckaho and Robinhood’s "A” teams, INTB Ernest B. lost in the
quarter finals to the eventual finalist. After losing a tough match in the first round PIOB Zach G., at only
10 years old, rallied back winning 3 straight matches and finished second overall in singles consolation.
PIOB’s Michael W. and George K. played fantastic tennis as well, unfortunately losing in the 2nd and 1st
rounds respectively. Nonetheless, their cheering for Birchmont helped the team pull off tough wins
needed to place 2nd . Over on Winaukee’s island, double team INTB’s Pablo P. and Nicholas M. com-
monly referred to as the Spanish Wrecking Duo, won 3 straight matches 8-3, 8-4, 8-6 to put them into the
semi-finals. After an unbelievable match, the Spainards fell to Winaukee's “A” team, the ultimate winners
of the tournament, in a close tie breaker g-11, INTB’s Ethan C. and Harry P. faced a tough 1st round op-
ponent, losing 4-8, but they too rallied back to win the doubles consolation in spectacular fashion with
wins over Winaukee and Tuckaho 8-1, 8-2. PIOB’s Max G. and Luke E. at the mere ages of 8 and 10, did a
great job in doubles as well, unfortunately losing early to Winaukee. It should be interesting to see the
results in the upcoming years with more experience behind them. All in all, the whole team did an amaz-

ing job both on and off the court and were a pleasure to coach.

Congratulations on a job well done boys.
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2 15 U SSR Boys Tennis ICC By Danny L. 2
pAS e
+¢ Inthe first ICC of the year, the Super Senior and Upper Senior Boys travelled to Winaukee on limited /-
z\: notice for the annual 15 and under Winaukee tennis tournament. Overall it was a great day of tennis w
3 7/\?'

ARE NO STRANGERS WITHIN

+r as Birchmont placed 3rd out of the 5 competing camps. After 4 straight wins SSRB Matt R. battled ¢
::: back in the singles finals from being down 2-6 to lose only 6-8 in an unbelievable match. Other nota- :N m
ble mentions include doubles partners SSRB Sam F. and USRB lan F., who made it to the quarter fi- 7 m
nals and were eventually defeated by Winaukee "A” and SSRB Ramon P. who lost in the singles quar- i; Z
ter finals to the winner of the tournament. The rest of the team included SSRB ‘
Jackson T., USRB Jake G. at singles and SSRB’s Grant N. and Max L. &
SSRB’s Theo A. and Tom A. at doubles. All the boys put forth a valiant effort
and were a pleasure to coach. Congratulations to them all on great tennis, we’ll
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77 have to stay tuned for their ATP careers to unfold in the next couple of years.
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Draves shine at Lakes Region Athletic Association Tournaments By: JohnS.

Birchmont Captures 11 and Under Boys Softball Championship!
The Braves entered 2 teams into the 11 and under softball tournament hosted by Birchmont. The Blue Team
started with a 3-2 loss to Winaukee Gold, then went on to win the next 3 against Winaukee Blue, Robinhood
and Birchmont White, they finished the day 3 —1. Robinhood finished 3-1 as well but came in second to the
Birchmont Blue team because Birchmont Blue had beaten them. The white was competitive in every game but
came in second in all 4 of their games. They played with enthusiasm and above all had fun.
Well done to both teams!

Blue White
INT B Jack B. PIO B Matt C.
INT B Matt D. P10 B Johnny C.
INT B Ethan D. PIO B Noah L.
INT B Ross G. INTB Tom L.
INT B Sawyer. PIO B George M. lll
INT B Stevie N. P1O B am B.
INT B William P. PIO B Ethan K.
INT B Harry P. PIO B Bennie P.
INT B Casey S. PIOB SamF.
INT B Andrew W. PIO B Ricky S.
P10 B Michael G.

13 and under Girls split with Robinhood

The 13 and under girls traveled to Robinhood and played two outstanding games of softball. Going into the last
inning of the first game tied at 3, Robinhood squeaked in a run to take the first game 4-3. The second game
started with a home run by USR G Olivia G. and the girls didn't look back. They won 14-4. Not only did they hit
but their defense was stellar!! Several outstanding plays were made by LSRG Emma L., LSRG Sloan S., USRG
Talia M. and USRG Gabriela A.. =

A great start for the Birchmont 13 and under Girls softball team. ."'_’
Team Members: LSRG Hanna Z., LSRG Jamie W., LSRG Sarah T., LSRG Sam L., LSRG Bailey G., USRG

Olivia G., USRG Rachel D., USRG Beatrice S., USRG Gabriella A., LSRG Emma L., LSRG Sloan S., LSRG
Jacqueline L., USRG Talia M., USRG Kiera F.

12 and under boys win first round game of the LRAA 12 and under baseball tournament.

INTB David L. struck out 10 out of 15 batters he faced and only allowed two hits in a 13 to 3 victory
over Winnaukee. Birchmont scored 12 runs in the first and 1 in the fifth. It looked as if Winaukee was
mounting a rally in the third but INTB David squashed the rally by striking out one side. INTB Ross G.,
LSRB Jack O'H., INTB Harry P. and INTB Sawyer M. all had extra base hits. The next opponent has
not yet been determined. Our 12 and under boys team members are: INTB
George K., INTB Sawyer M., LSRB Jack O., INTB Harry P., INTB Ross G., INTB
David L., INTB Ethan C., INTB David L., INTB Ted B., INTB Casey S., INTB Wil-
liam P., INTB Stevie N., INTB Luke D., INTB Adam L., INTB Jack B., INTB Alex
W., INTB Dylan N., INTB EricE..
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[Sagc| 6mLs SoccER TOURNAMENT AT FOREST ACRES

By: SSRG's Jamie S. & Emma W.

On July 1st, all the Super Senior Girls with the help of USRG Amanda S., USRG Jacqueline
W., USRG Cas S., LSRG Sloane S. and LSRG Hannah Z. traveled to a soccer tournament hosted by
Evergreen. With the support and guidance of Super Group leader Mo and Super counselor Ailsa and
Coach Steve, the team was ready to play hard. Throughout the whole day the team played six games.
Although the first two games ended in loses by only one goal. The third game the Birchmont girls de-
feated Camp Robinhood 4-o.

With the constant shots on goal by the offense, the non-stop running back and forth by the
midfield and all the efforts of the defense to keep the ball away from our goalie who played 6 games
with a leg injury, everyone played their hardest. Even though the team placed 6th out of 7, everyone

gave it their all and never gave up.

L N

7 13 & Under Basketball 1CC

By: Nate P. //
G The Birchmont 13 U basketball team did wellon  :: ler C. showed high energy in our games and gave
i the ICC at Robinhood, finishing the day with a 2-2 :: 110% while on and off the court to encourage
LL; record to take third place in a tournament filled ~ ::their team mates. But it was all brought together
£ with tough competition. While off to a rough start : : by, in my eyes, the leader of our group of boys our :
" in the first game, INTB Luke D. still managed to :: eldest and loudest; USRB Jacob L.. Not afraid to  :
L pull through the team high in points that game.  ::voice his opinion and keep his fellow teammates  : Z
: But he didn't do it alone, all of the passes from  ::inline. Allin all Birchmont :
- INTB Sam S. along with a couple of three point- :: played great, respectfully,
l"§ ers were just what we needed to finish the next  ::and with integrity, to well
:two games with victories. LSRB Jason T.’s de- ::represent our appearance at
: fense in the paint along with LSRB Daniel C. re- ::the ICC.
: bounding kept us close in every game on both
- ends of the court. USRB Liam H., LSRB MattR., :
:LSRB Andrew K., INTB Ethan D. and USRB Ty-

RE NO STRANGERS WITHIN
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By: SSR B Jonah F., Sam F. and Chris W.
It's the first option Sunday of the 60™ summer at PCB. The cabin stinks like body odor, and there are dirty
towels hanging from the rafters... it's time to clean. As some of our counselors depart for their day off, we
clean. Some of us write meaningless letters for a sugary reward found in the back of the main office. The su-
per seniors ready themselves for the annual car wash, which does not occur because of some unfortunate O

weather. In this coming summer we ask ourselves, “what would we do if we could not fail?” As cliché as it Z

:
Isounds our time here is limited. Whether you are a PIO with five years left or a Super Senior with five weeks, ["
tyour time at Birchmont has to come to an end eventually. It's safe to say some of us waste our time some-
;times staying inside during rest, when we could be outside playing tennis. Fooling around on the docks when m
we could go sailing. Birchmont is a beautiful place and everyone who has the privilege to go here should do 73
V)their best to take advantage of all the opportunities we are provided with. It's not cool to pretend to not -
c{care, so seize the day. Get out there and try something new, make each hour here count because it will be m

u over before you know it!

Poem — SSRB Max .

Gary, Gary, he has 21 years at camp and is not hairy.
A great group leader with experience and a willing way.
Tells great stories, and can rock a snapback any day.
Great Pizza contest with great riddles.

He has strong stories of wisdom.

Camp changes as Gary does, asdo |.

A great leader and inspirator, a humorous fellow

Sometimes energetic and sometimes mellow.

Gary, Gary he has 21 years at camp and is not hairy. ’ [
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l"w 0 is Brian Miller? sy.mo
This summer Brian M. has taken on a new role at Birchmont from his head of basketball role. With this new
position comes new responsibility which Brian has taken head on. To learn a bit more about Brian M. | asked

Ohim a few probing questions.

What is your job at camp?
“Field Supervisor, of grass growth and the quality of lawn mowing”
llJ Do you feel that how you are perceived on camp has changed since moving from basketball?
“*No” i
What is your favorite type of ball?
{“Banquet Ball”
Favorite summer past time?
UJ “Collecting toll money at a local beach”
Favorite sneaker brand?

I "New Balance for width”

Favorite Food?

“Breyers mint chocolate chip ice cream”

How do you feel about the cell phone policy?

“if it were up to me | would take them and smash them”

Brian then provided me with an inspirational quote by John Wooden

" Things turn out best for people that make the most out of the way things turn out”

He also gave me a direct quote..

“Turn around and I'll be there”
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- The pioneers Trip By: PIOG Rebecca N.

I On Wednesday July 6th the Pioneers went on a trip to I e m e — =
- Mt. Washington, Fun Spot and ice cream. Mt. Wash- - : . .
J P Pigrege Camp Birchmont dima Mater

. . . . I
ington. Mt. Washington was a gorgeous setting, deli- I .
: Alma Mater, in praise we sing

- cious food and fancy furniture. Fun Spot was a huge
Iselection of games for ages 3 to 5o0. The ice cream II Hills are our homeland, all nature and spring
- place had many unique flavors and a wide variety of ~ * ; Glory, Birchmont, to be of thee

Campers with honor and loyalty

Itoppings. | had so much fun—it is a memory that | will I .
- never forget! S T _-

Feeling Lucky?




